
 GOLDEN SHORES FIRE DEPARTMENT

12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

PO BOX 66

TOPOCK, ARIZONA  86436

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES

TIME:

2:00 PM
DATE:

SEPTEMBER 24, 2020
PLACE:
G.S.F.D. 12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

1. CALL TO ORDER AT 2:00
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS:  Present:  Robert Millward-Chairperson, Julie Booth-Clerk, Larry Brown, Darlen Spiegel.  Staff: Chief Villamor, Administrative Secretary J Rose.  Absent:  None.
4. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  No questions or comments from the public at this time.
5. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Approval of Minutes Regular Session August 27, 2020.  No discussion.  Clerk Booth motions to approve regular session minutes.  Member Brown seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  
6. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Board Approval of August 2020 Financial Reports received from Mohave County and GSFD reconciled financials (Pages 1-34) generated from county reports.  No discussion.  Member Brown motions to approve August 2020 financial reports.  Member Spiegel seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  

7. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:  Fire Chief Report(s):  EMS/Fire Calls August 2020.  Brief summary of general information/current events.  EMS calls/Transports (27), interfacility transports (1), fire related/mutual aid (22), MVA (7).  Covid reports are down in Golden Shores as well as immediate area.  Ambulance is getting fixed.  When ambulance is back in service, we are hoping to pick up interfacility transports to generate more income.  An employee turned resignation in with last day being October 1, 2020.  Another employee gave resignation and his last day will be October 19, 2020.  We are in the process of hiring.  A new reserve employee started today, October 24, 2020.  There is a possibility of two additional reserves starting soon.  Employee still out on workers compensation.  Court date was rescheduled.  Welcome new board members that will take their positions in December.  Education for new board members does not take place during a meeting.  If there are any questions regarding financials, budget or other general questions please make an appointment and the questions will be answered in office.  There will also be an AFDA training that is required by Statute.  That training will be in January.  The grant for new fire apparatus was denied.   
8. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  **Because the call to the public did not follow OML, this section was treated as a conversation/question/answer and the minutes are subject to interpretation and are deciphered as such**
Joy Bancroft of 4682 Linden states that she has been coming to board meetings for a year and sometimes the meetings last for five minutes and in her observation the public may be more interested in what is going on if there was more transparency sharing/elaborating more about agenda items.  Ms. Bancroft expresses that the only one that elaborates is the Chief and she appreciates that.  She further states that she believes that the Board gets together and discusses things as a Board in private.  The Board and Chief state that no they do not and cannot as it is illegal to do so.  We go by the rules no one wants fines, etc.  Chief also explains that there is a notice posted in the legal posting areas pursuant to ARS 38-431.02 members may be in attendance at Civic, Community meetings and various other functions and in general, gathered throughout the community, fire district or other locations – no business matters of the Fire District will be discussed. Chief further explains that all documentation is given to members prior to the meeting, members review all documentation, members contact the business office if they should have any questions.  Larry Addante of 12755 Yuma speaks and says that Board members can meet behind closed doors.  Chief states that is not true, the only way the Board can meet behind closed doors is through executive session.  The Governing Board may vote to enter into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to ARS 38-431.03(A)(3).  Member Spiegel suggests looking at the open meeting law for clarification and replies that two members may discuss District business but if a third member joins the conversation then the conversation must end.  Ms. Bancroft also states that the Chairperson cut the Chief off during the last meeting and finds that rude.  The Chairperson replies that he believes the Chief was complete.  Larry Addante states that they leave with more questions than answers.  Chief replies that he has an open-door policy.  Anyone is invited to have their questions answered.  The Chairperson further states that the Board receives copies of everything in advance and is reviewed individually so when the meeting takes place, the question is do we (the Board) have questions, do we (the Board) have any comments, and if they say no then it goes for approval.  Ms. Bancroft gives an example of the Chief’s contract.  None of “us” got it and states don’t you think the public would like to know what the Chief’s contract looks like?  Chief replies the contract is available for the public to see.  A document that is in draft is not shared to the public until Board approval.   Larry Addante also states that there are no agendas for the public at the meetings.  Agendas are with the public sign in sheet at every meeting at the table by the door.  Larry Addante states that there should have been a copy of the Chiefs contact to given to the public at last meeting for reference.  Member Brown states that all Board members had received a copy prior to the meeting and was reviewed in detail.  Larry Addante believes that if a document is to be voted on the document should be available for public review at a meeting.  Chief says they will take note of that.  Karen Boyer of 5466 East Yavapai asks if firemen are crossed trained as EMT’s also?  Chief states all that are hired are EMS and further elaborates that all EMS personnel are also firefighters and even the secretary is certified and cross trained.  Larry Addante asks if reserves are on a schedule?  Chief explains that reserves are paged out and supplemented for overtime and elaborates more about how the reserves work.  Karen asks if Trunk or Treat will be held and Chief replies yes, it is.    
9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  None at this time.
10. ADJOURNMENT:  No further business.  Motion for adjournment of regular session meeting at 2:30 PM made by Member Brown.  Clerk booth seconds motion.  Motion unanimously carried.
Robert Millward, Board Chairperson


Julie Booth, Clerk of the Board
NEXT REGULAR SESSION MEETING TO BE HELD ON THRUSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2020 AT 2:00 PM.

AGENDA NOTICE POSTED 24 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING IN THE THREE DESIGNATED LOCATIONS.
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