 GOLDEN SHORES FIRE DEPARTMENT

12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

PO BOX 66

TOPOCK, ARIZONA  86436

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES

TIME:

2:00 PM
DATE:

JULY 23, 2020
PLACE:
G.S.F.D. 12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

1. CALL TO ORDER AT 2:00
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS:  Present:  Robert Millward-Chairperson, Julie Booth-Clerk, Larry Brown (telephonically), Darlen Spiegel.  Staff: Chief Villamor, Administrative Secretary J Rose.  Absent:  None.
4. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  Chief reminds the public that all questions must be asked during call to the public to follow Open Meeting Law (7.10.1 Public Participation and Access).  Joy Bancroft of 4682 Linden comments on the Facebook post regarding potential electrical fire at Hooch’s, states that fire prevention is a must in the community and believes the fire department should be more of a solution, comments that there was no letter from the Chief in the Topock Topics, comments on the stage II fire restriction article in the Topock Topics, mentions that last month Chief said that calls were down and in her opinion believes that fire department staff has down time and should take advantage of personnel to come up with communications regarding fire prevention utilizing website, Facebook among other social media pages in Golden Shores, thanks the department staff for working so hard on the fires last month, thanks firefighter for trimming trees and raking weeds on Golden Shores Parkway adjacent to Mama’s Café, Ms. Bancroft spoke with Bay Star Electric who is happy to part of prevention and for $50 would inspect electrical panels, noticed surrounding departments posts news articles on their websites, on Facebook pages and questions why this department does not follow suit.  
5. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Approval of Minutes Regular Session June 25, 2020.  No discussion.  Member Spiegel motions to approve regular session minutes.  Clerk Booth seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  
6. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Board Approval of June 2020 Financial Reports received from Mohave County and GSFD reconciled financials (Pages 1-39) generated from county reports.  No discussion.  Member Brown motions to approve June 2020 financial reports.  Clerk Booth seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  

7. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:  Fire Chief Report(s):  EMS/Fire Calls June 2020.  Brief summary of general information/current events.  EMS calls/Transports (33), interfacility transports (0), fire related/mutual aid (20) MVA (4).  Continue to take precautions as there has been a surge in increased cases in the surrounding area. Received a grant in the amount of $2,000 for PPE/COVID19.  Staying healthy is a priority, feels community is doing a good job at keeping virus down.  Provides information on how we are notified of cases.  If you are sick stay at home and avoid going to the hospital if possible.  When we go on a call, we ask questions and ask if the patient can come outside.  It is changing how we are working which presents struggles with patient care.  Other departments are going crazy with overtime.  We struggle with overtime.  Staff drove around 4th of July for several hours educating the public.  Topock66 Spa & Resort is still moving forward with expansion plans.  Solar plant is supported by District, and our plan is to annex that property which will increase District tax revenue.  Explains how tax revenue and ambulance service are different revenue sources.  Reiterates how great the AutoPulse has been for the Department.  We are preforming multiple functions as a Department and coordinating with other Departments on training, EMS strategies, etc.  Ambulance is back – cost to repair was approximately $11,000.  Looking into costs of a new ambulance - $200,000.  In December 2020, the payment for station will be complete.  Will consider raises for staff.  Awaiting grant outcome for new fire apparatus - $570,000.  The District now owns the property with the cellular tower on it.        
8. PUBLIC HEARING – BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021:  Chairman Millward opened the Public Budget Hearing at 2:27 pm.  Rick Dischinger of 4942 Mission questions difference of Capital Outlay difference form this year to last year.  Chief replies that the difference is the house payment to be paid off December 2020.  Mr. Dischinger also questions increase to personnel expense.  Chief replies that the paramedic stipend has increased and there will be a 4% COLA increase.  Mr. Dischinger questions operating reserve from a difference of $100,000; however, the actual difference went from $177,189 from fiscal year 2019-2020 to $218,183 in 2020-2021 the actual difference is operating reserve interest, last years operating amount and payroll carry forward.  Chief also explains that as a rule there should be 21% in operating reserve.  Joy Bancroft of 4682 Linden questions workers compensation stating that in previous meeting is was expressed that the cost was to remain the same.  Chief explains that there is a capitalization investment and we always put in enough to cover cost of any additional expenses and surcharges.  Ms. Bancroft questions personnel expenses and does the amount include shoes or anything.  Chief explains that line item is payroll and PSPRS and that all information is accounted for and audited yearly.  Ms. Bancroft asks why Chief picked the 4% increase.  Chief replies that it has been about 4 years since staff has had any pay increase and chose the 4% COLA accordingly, all of our staff is asked to preform many duties as assigned, we do it all at this Department including maintenance of building and vehicles, we built the building which saved hundreds of thousands of dollars.  Ms. Bancroft asks about carryover if there are monies that are not spent.  Chief replies that monies that are not spent are sent to operating reserve, last year approximately $23,791 was moved to operating reserve, this year the balance of $38,451 is restricted for payroll.  Karen Boyer of 5466 Yavapai questions if Chief found any other solutions for workers compensation staff benefits.  Chief replies that in communicating with other departments they are not turned down by workers compensation and so not seem to be worried about it.  Ms. Boyer questions about AFLAC.  Chief explains that we have AFLAC and that employees pay for policies on their own if they so choose.   Fred Handley of 5372 El Mirage questions what the annexation of the property will bring to the District.  Chief explains that we do not know what the assessed value will bring until the project is complete, we only know what the approximate cost of project is and that we will not see the tax revenue for two years, could lower the levy rate and believes it will be a good thing for the community.  Butch Delk thanks the Chief for putting the fire out at the laundry mat.        

9. CLOSING OF PUBLIC HEARING:  Close of public hearing.

10. FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 BUDGET ADOPTION:  No discussion.  Member Spiegel motions to approve and adopt the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget for adoption.  Clerk Booth seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  

11. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Chief Contract Renewal.  Board discussion.  Chief explains that the contract needs to be gone through and updated.  Clerk Booth motions to table until next meeting.  Member Spiegel seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  
12. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Approve and Accept Resignation of Member Adams.  No discussion.  Member Spiegel motions to accept the resignation of Member Adams as of letter dated 06/23/20.  Clerk Booth seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.
13. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  No questions or comments from the public at this time.
14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  Chief Contract.
15. ADJOURNMENT:  No further business.  Motion for adjournment of regular session meeting at 2:56 PM made by Clerk Booth.  Member Spiegel seconds motion.  Motion unanimously carried.
Robert Millward, Board Chairperson


Julie Booth, Clerk of the Board
NEXT REGULAR SESSION MEETING TO BE HELD ON THRUSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020 AT 2:00 PM.

AGENDA NOTICE POSTED 24 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING IN THE THREE DESIGNATED LOCATIONS.
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