
 GOLDEN SHORES FIRE DEPARTMENT

12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

PO BOX 66

TOPOCK, ARIZONA  86436

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES

TIME:

2:00 AM
DATE:

FEBRUARY 18, 2021
PLACE:
G.S.F.D. 12950 OATMAN HIGHWAY

1. CALL TO ORDER AT 2:00 PM
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS:  Present:  Larry Addante-Chairperson, Joy Bancroft-Clerk, Clarence Christiansen.  Staff: Chief Villamor, Administrative Secretary J Rose.  Absent:  None.
4. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  No questions or comments from the public at this time.
5. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Approval of minutes regular session and executive session January 28, 2021.  No discussion.  Chairperson Addante asks to first make a motion for the regular session minutes.  Clerk Bancroft motions to approve regular session minutes from January 28, 2021.  Member Christiansen seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  Chairperson Addante asks for a motion to approve the executive session minutes.  Clerk Bancroft motions to approve executive session minutes from January 28, 2021.  Member Christiansen seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  
6. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Approval of January 2021 financial reports received from Mohave County and GSFD reconciled financials (Pages 1-37) generated from county reports.  No discussion.  Clerk Bancroft motions to approve the January 2021 financial reports.  Member Christiansen seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  

7. REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:  Fire chief report(s):  EMS/Fire calls January 2021.  Brief summary of general information/current events.  EMS calls/transports (27), interfacility transports (0), fire related/mutual aid (12), MVA (1).  Fifteen of these incidents were in one day.  There has been a decrease in Covid19 numbers.  Still working on Covid19 EMS related grant.  The first grant was for patient hood/barriers.  The second grant is a hood with positive air for EMS worker which also protects from TB.  Working on radio grant.  Dispatch is upgrading system.  M1211 is still in Las Vegas.    
8. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Cancel resolution 2020-18 dated November 19, 2020.  Board discussion.  Clerk Bancroft still questions when the resolution was created.  Chief Villamor reiterates that there was a typographical error, that the resolution was indeed created on November 19, 2020.  The resolution was signed at the November 19, 2020 meeting and is documented in the minutes.  Member Christiansen motions to cancel resolution 2020-18 dated November 19, 2020.  Clerk Bancroft seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.  
9. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Board member vacancies.  Board discussion.  Chairperson Addante states that two additional letters of intent have been provided by Butch Delk and Joe Buckles in addition to Renee Villamor and Melanie Sprague.  The Board will speak and interview all applicants and then decide at the next meeting who will be selected.  Tabled until next meeting.  
10. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Tablets and email addresses issued for Board Members.  Board discussion.  Chief Villamor explains that our IT person is looking into specifications and believes that a purchase order is in process for purchase of tablets.  No action.
11. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Cell phone tower property.  Board discussion.  Chairperson Addante asks for historical acquisition of the cell phone tower property.  Chief Villamor explains that Mr. Ron Wilson originally owned the property.  From the property that Mr. Wilson owned a section of land was set aside for the cell phone tower.  When it comes to rulings from Mohave County and the State of Arizona a private person can not own a property with a tower on it.  The property can only belong to a city or a municipality.  The Golden Shores Fire District is the only municipality in the area.  Mr. Wilson then donated the property to the District.  The District has an antenna on the tower, the towner is not owned by the District.  The District pays property taxes of approximately $33.00 for this property.  The current contracts on the tower are most likely set.  We may be able to get monies from new contracts.  Our equipment works much better at 160 feet then the 50-foot tower on premises.  Clerk Bancroft asks if there was a contract or escrow papers on the property.  Chief Villamor explains that there is a Warranty Deed on file.  No action.        
12. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Possible purchase of used fire truck.  Board discussion.  Chief Villamor explains that a company in Henderson, NV has quoted $225,000 to put truck back in service.  The truck that we were looking at was a 2012 for $150,000.  Chief Villamor has a quote for a 2005 for $160,000 but it does not have CAFS (compressed air foam system).  Chief Villamor gives an explanation on CAFS and benefits of using especially as a rural department.  The grant that was put in for a new truck was in the amount of $575,000.  In the capital reserve account, there is $21,789 set aside for apparatus.  The first payment for the truck was not due until December of 2021 for approximately $32,000.  Assessed value of Golden Shores went up which will increase the next year budget by approximately $38,000. There are a lot of new homes being built.  Chief Villamor discusses bank quotes.  We chose to go to Zion’s bank because they deal with fire department loans and large commercial loans.  The interest rate provided for the loan dated December 2020 was 2.65%.  We then checked with Chase and Chase referred us to Zions.  We also check with Wells Fargo which is our bank and they also referred us to Zions.  Clerk Bancroft asks if any other departments use fire friendly banks.  Chief Villamor responds that departments use Zions.  At all the conferences Zions is the bank that represents fire districts.  We have a strong working relationship with Zions – we built the new section; we extended the loan, and it was paid off November 2020.  Medic 1211 loan was also through Zions.  Clerk Bancroft asks if any equipment can be sold.  Chief Villamor responds yes, we can.  Clerk Bancroft motions to table until next month for further discussion.  Member Christiansen seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.   
13. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Personnel requesting medical disability.  Board discussion.  Chief Villamor explains that one of the employees injured on the Shore fire on July 1, 2019 is not coming back and is requesting full disability.  This will be turned over to the PSPRS Local Board.  The PSPRS Local Board will then make the recommendations.  Clerk Bancroft asks where workers compensation falls into any part of this situation.  Chief Villamor responds that workers compensation pays the medical bills as well as a portion of the employee’s salary while the employee is off duty, and the employee has exhausted all benefits.  Employee will be replaced soon.  Information only.    
14. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Protocol and procedure of Chiefs evaluations.  Board discussion.  The Board is choosing to extend the chiefs evaluation out for six months since they are new members and would like to have more working experience to provide an accurate evaluation.  No action.  
At this time Chairperson Addante announces that item 16 will be moved to item 15.

15. CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  Mr. Buckles of 4529 East Tule Drive asks if he wants to put an antenna on the tower for the water company what the charge would be.  Chief Villamor responds that the property is the District, but the tower is not.  Mr. Buckles asks if the department has considered the used trucks from Bullhead City Fire Department.  Chief Villamor states that we have looked at them.  Mr. Buckles asks about the liability of having volunteers.  Chief Villamor responds the NFPA standards have gotten so strict.  There is in-house and outside training, workers compensation, physicals, background checks, equipment that would cost the department approximately $2,000-4,000 for each volunteer per year and the budget does not currently support that.  We are working on getting the Golden Shores Fire Department Auxiliary 501c3 (GSFDA) fund big enough that it may be able to help offset some of the expenses of having a volunteer program.  Chief Villamor gives a brief history of how GSFDA has helped the District with offsetting of some expenses.  Mr. Daugherty of Concho Cove would like to thank Chief Villamor for helping with his dad.  Mr. Daugherty also expresses his opinion on how board members cannot speak two at a time and suggests going about it another way as it is violating open meeting law.  Mr. Daugherty also comments on property taxes not being paid and questions if the District taxes are down.  Chief Villamor responds that our taxes are not currently down.  According to our profit and loss previous year comparison report we are on track and the % change is +3%.        
16. BOARD DISCUSSION/COMMENTS/POSSIBLE ACTION RE:  Possible vote to go into Executive Session as per ARS 38-431.03(A)(1) and ARS 431.03(A)(3) regarding a right to further expand with or without the need to seek legal advice a discussion and allegations between the Chief and the Board members from last Month’s Executive Session on January 28, 2021.  Clerk Bancroft motions to move into executive session.  Member Christiansen seconds the motion.  Motion unanimously carried.

Board reconvenes to regular session at 3:15 pm.
17. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:    Board member vacancies.  Possible purchase of used fire truck.
18. ADJOURNMENT:  No further business.  Motion for adjournment of regular session meeting at 3:17 PM made by Clerk Bancroft.  Member Christiansen seconds motion.  Motion unanimously carried.
Larry Addante, Board Chairperson


Joy Bancroft, Clerk of the Board
NEXT REGULAR SESSION MEETING TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 AT 2:00 PM.

AGENDA NOTICE POSTED 24 HOURS PRIOR TO MEETING IN THE THREE DESIGNATED LOCATIONS.
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